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The Greensboro Lions Club celebrated 
its 100th anniversary with a party at 
Starmount Country Club on September 
28. The inspirational and informative 
program included a keynote address 
by District Governor Gary Greene, 
remarks by PID Harvey Whitley, 1VDG 
Susan O’Brien, PDG Barbara Thompson, 
a club history by Mark Gaylord, an 
interview with our longest serving 
member, Tom Neese, and some tail 
twisting by Lenwood Dennis.

LIONS CLUB MARKS 100TH ANNIVERSARY
GREENSBORO HOST

Lion Bob Gwyn gathered and displayed historical memorandum and prepared an anniversary program which was very well done. The 
food was well prepared and the decor was tastefully done by the country club. Forty-five Lions and guests were in attendance at this 
event. Thanks to all of the planning committee and especially Richard Caddy for his work as chairperson of the event.

DISTRICT GOVERNOR GARY GREENE COLUMN

          Most of us watched closely as the center of the track of the remnants 
          of Hurricane Ian came straight through our district last month; we were 
          truly blessed that its impact was greatly reduced by the time it got here. 

However, our neighbors in Florida and South Carolina were not as fortunate. Florida will 
recover from this hurricane for many months and years to come. Thank goodness relief 
efforts are under way. Lions from across the nation have already responded. District governors 
in Florida have applied for disaster relief grants from our Lions Clubs International Foundation. 
Pennsylvania Lions sent disaster trailers. The Cooking Cajun Army showed up and prepared 2,500 
meals daily. Florida Lions Clubs coordinated relief efforts with others in the community, providing 
manpower and much-needed help. Our international foundation has been greatly involved with 
disaster relief for many years. From July 2022 to August 2022, LCIF has awarded 60 disaster 
relief-related grants totaling $1,274,272. 

        How can we help our Lions friends in Florida?
        If you and your club are planning to make a donation to LCIF this Lions year, I encourage 
        you to go ahead and do so now. You can direct the funds to disaster relief for Hurricane Ian. 
        Go to: www.lionsclubs.org/en/donate

Jamie Lockhart of the Pleasant Garden Lions Club is serving as our district LCIF chair this year. 
Please contact him if you would like to learn more about how our International Foundation works. 
Our International officers – PIP Sid Scruggs and PID Harvey Whitley – are also excellent resources 
for information. Last year, our district’s clubs donated $23,616.25; our goal this year is $27,311. 
Thank you for your excellent service. Together We Can achieve great heights this year.

Gary Greene | 31-O District Governor
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       Over the next few weeks, I’d 
       like each of you to reflect on 
       the sacrifices of American 
       veterans. No matter which era 
       or location of the conflict, 
wartime doesn’t end on the day the soldier comes 
home. The effects of their combat experience are 
often felt throughout their lifetime and can have an 
impact on every family member.

The process of healing and understanding are vital 
components of their transition from war footing to 
civilian home life. People who do not know about 
their private trauma often expect them to pick up 
where they left off as though nothing had changed 
during their time away. Spouses and children may 
struggle with changes.

HOW LIONS CAN HELP:
There are many national, state, and local organizations 
that provide retreats, meetings, and financial help for Veterans. 

By researching programs offered by your local veterans 
administration, you may be able to participate in an event 
that supports their unique needs.  Some other options are 
listed here:

• W.E. R.I.S.E. Veterans: www.weriseveterans.org
• Veterans Helping Veterans Heal: www.vhvh.org
• Citizen Soldier Support: www.citizensoldiersupport.org
• Equinox Ranch: equinoxranch.org
• Eagle Rock Camp: www.eaglerockcamp.org
• American Heroes for North Carolina 
   www.americanheroesfornc.org
• The Homeless Prevention Coalition of Guilford County:
   www.guilfordcountync.gov/our-county/human-services/continuum-of-care/get-help
• Veterans Bridge Home: www.veteransbridgehome.org
• Military and Veterans Resource Coalition: www.mymvrc.org
• Veterans Support Coalition: www.veteranssupportcoalition.com

I think you’ll agree that your few hours of research and planning is 
nothing compared to the sacrifices these men and women have made 
for our country. 

Please do what you can to support a veteran as we approach their 
day of honor on November 11.

Susan O’Brien | 31-O First Vice District Governor

SUSAN O’BRIEN 1VDG CORNER

WHY THERE’S A NEED TO CARE*:

25%

200+
300%

of all homeless individuals 
are combat veterans

Veterans become disabled every day

PTSD has increased since 2000

Suicide rates for Veterans aged 20-24 are
greater than that of same-aged civilians4x

*Statistics obtained from PDG Dale Johansen, Director of
 Outreach for Project New Hope MN Veteran’s Retreats.

SHARE OUR STORY

Take pride in the incredible work that your Lions are doing and encourage them to share their Stories of Pride 
and other stories from the Lions Blog on social media using the hashtags #LCIFLions and #WeServe.

SUSAN WILL BE VISITING THE FOLLOWING 
CLUBS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER.

1VDG CLUB VISITS COMPLETED 
THROUGH OCTOBER

• Hamlet - November 3 @ 7:00 pm
• Eden - November 17 @ Noon
• Vass - November 17 @ 6:30 pm
• Sanford - December 15 @ 6:30 pm

    • Jamestown
    • Greensboro Host
    • Farmer
    • Norwood

    • Candor
    • Troy
    • Madison
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All Aboard for our District 31-O Mid-Winter Convention on 
January 27 and 28 at the Greensboro High Point Marriott! 
Our theme will be “Leaving the Station and Rolling into the 
Future” and we want you, as a Lion of District 31-O, to be 
part of our weekend as we join together for fellowship, fun, 
a great service project and some informative seminars. 

We are excited to have International Director Ernesto “TJ” 
Tijerina from San Antonio, Texas as our Special Guest Speaker!

DISTRICT 31-O CONVENTION

October, 2022 Edition

Director Tijerina has worked 
for 47 years as a professional 
educator and in school 
administration. 

He became a Lion in 1977 
after joining the Del Rio San 
Felipe Lions Club and continues 
to serve with them to this day. 
He has held a number of offices 
with the association including

T.J. Tijerina | International Director
Lions Clubs International

district governor, district campus club chairperson and district 
GMT membership and new club growth team member where he 
has a passion for working with Lions to start new clubs! He has 
also been invited several times to participate on the LCI Advocacy 
Committee to represent Lions at Lions Day on the Hill in 
Washington, D.C.

Director Tijerina and his wife, Juanita, also a Lion and Progressive 
Melvin Jones Fellow, have been married for 48 years and have 
three children and four grandchildren. 

Updates to follow with additional and more detailed information 
about our convention but in the meantime... MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR AND SAVE THE DATE – JANUARY 27 & 28, 2023.    
And be on the lookout for the registration form coming out the 
end of October with an early bird registration date!

Get on board as we move forward in continuing to serve our 
communities and building our membership so we can exemplify 
our motto... WE SERVE!

NOVEMBER 15: Postmark deadline 
for a club to send one winning poster 
(per contest sponsored) to District 
Governor Gary Greene, 181 Michael 
Lane, Aberdeen, NC 28315.

2022-23 PEACE POSTER CONTEST

15TH

PID HARVEY AND DIANE WHITLEY SERVICE CHALLENGE

Clubs undertake at least three new service projects

PIP SID AND JUDY SCRUGGS MEMBERSHIP CHALLENGE

50 members recruited age 40 and under

CURRENTLY RECRUITED 4

Our newsletter deadlines are the 25th 
of each month. Send your club news to 
lions31newsletter@yahoo.com. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES

25TH
Please be sure to identify people in photographs.
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Greetings District 31-O Lions,
 
One quarter of our Lions Year has passed so quickly and as I review the club performance records for service, I see that most clubs 
are actively serving their communities well and in a positive way that will improve the lives of those in need. It is always rewarding 
for me to browse through entries in MyLion, surf Facebook pages, and read Club Newsletters to stay abreast of our district activities. 
You all are to be commended for your fine services!

A number of presidents and secretaries have been in communication with me regarding the requirements for meeting the metrics to 
qualify for awards at the end of the year. The qualification period begins in July, of course, and some metrics have deadlines while 
others require consistent performance and reporting every month. As of this writing, a good number of clubs and secretaries are still 
on track to qualify for being 100%!

Zone Chairs play a very important role in clubs meeting the metrics by holding their zone meetings, by monitoring the activities 
of their clubs, by encouraging them to be active with service projects and reporting, and by promoting attendance at all district 
functions. It is essential that the quarterly Zone meetings be held to share the community activities and to summarize the meeting 
with a report that shows the meeting attendees. Upon request, I will be happy to send the Zone chairs the quarterly status of the 
clubs and secretaries in their zone that can still meet the 100% district metrics.

As Cabinet Secretary, one of my duties is to capture attendance at all Zone and Cabinet meetings as well as attendance at all 
conventions. MyLci must be kept current by the Club Secretary. MyLion must be updated monthly by the Club Secretary or the Club 
Service Chairperson. Any Club Secretary can add the Club Service Chair position to the club officers in MyLci. When in MyLci, the 
secretaries path to assigning this position is to: 
    • Click on Officers;
    • Then click on Officer Type
    • Then scroll down to Club Service Chairperson.
    • Then you simply assign the Lion if your club elects to place the service project entries responsibility there. 
       The Service Chairperson will have an account and can then make entries into MyLion.

As highlighted in the September newsletter by PDG Cabinet Treasurer Laraine Dupree, Club Treasurers play a very important role in 
the smooth operation of a club. One metric to be met for being a 100% Club is to assure that all financial obligations are fulfilled in 
a timely manner and before deadlines. Club Presidents or Club Secretaries are asked to submit their list of District Programs to the 
Cabinet Secretary and preferably as they occur. I will maintain a file of these official ones which are listed in the District Directory. 
Four are required for this year.

Occasionally, “gentle reminders” will be sent out by the Cabinet Treasurer or Cabinet Secretary that will flag some important 
upcoming event to attend or flag some other action that needs to take place. Clubs are encouraged to please respond to these 
notices quickly since they are usually time sensitive.

Thanks again to all for the opportunity to serve once again as your Cabinet Secretary. I greatly appreciate your excellent service and 
I am happy to assist you in anyway I can.

Bob Gwyn | District 31-O Cabinet Secretary | Greensboro Lions Club
regwyn@gmail.com  |  H-336-299-9716  |  C-336-456-8296

A NOTE FROM THE CABINET SECRETARY

APPLY FOR A GRANT

Help your district and clubs make a bigger impact with the right grants. Visit the LCIF Grants Toolkit 
page to learn more about grants and how to apply: www.lionsclubs.org/en/lcif-grants-toolkit

$

October, 2022 Edition
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“Everybody can be great, because everybody can serve.  
You only need a heart  full of grace, a soul generated by love.”
     - Martin Luther King

“Greatness comes not from prizes won, but from lives changed.”
     -   Anonymous 

I fear that few people when asked to give a definition of greatness 
would speak of service to others. A Lions Club is not just another 
volunteer group in their community. Instead a Lions club has the 
opportunity to be at the center of community life where people care 
about, and look after one another. Their service shines a powerful 
beacon of hope that creates a momentum of positive change.

Yet what’s interesting about these active service clubs is that they 
have a core group of members with extra motivation, passion, and 
leadership that lifts up the other members. One thing is clear, active, 
service minded clubs take “that Lions’ Spirit” to new levels. 

SERVICE GROWS MEMBERSHIP

BOYS AND GIRLS HOMES FUNDRAISING DRIVE FOR TWO THERAPEUTIC SERVICE DOGS

October, 2022 Edition

Sid L. Scruggs III | Lions Clubs International President 2010-11

These clubs are true Beacons of Hope and they know that, 
as Helen Steiner Rice wrote:

“Time is not measured by the years that we live, but by the 
deeds that we do and the joys that we give.”  

Every act of service is a great deed, and every club deserves 
praise for improving their community. As we share acts of 
kindness we will attract others who will want to join us in 
serving our communities and making a difference. Don’t ask 
a prospective member to join a Lions club; ask them to join 
a Lions service project! Caring service makes a difference in 
the life of the one we serve… and in our own. 

CURRENT: $8,000

HALFWAY: $10,000 GOAL: $20,000

In July, Ricky Creech, the CEO at Boys and Girls Homes, unfortunately died in a house fire. Additionally, two therapy dogs used on 
campus perished. In Ricky’s memory, Boys and Girls Homes is seeking funds to cover the cost of replacing the two service dogs. 
Boys and Girls Homes was founded by a Lion and has been a statewide Lions project since its beginnings in the 1950’s. 
Please consider sending a club or personal donation to:
  
  BGHNC Memorial Fund c/o Marie Kelly
  PO Box 127
  Lake Waccamaw, NC 28540

SPECIAL NOTE: Include your District, Club on the documents sent to BGHNC so that your club and the district can receive 
appropriate credit.
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Lions serve in the cause of diabetes which afflicts more 
than 464 million people worldwide and causes more than 
4.2 million deaths annually. Plan your club’s activities for 
World Diabetes Day:
www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-global-causes/diabetes/world-diabetes-day

NOVEMBER 14TH

World Diabetes Day

CAMP DOGWOOD TICKET SALES THERMOMETER

CURRENT: $1,986

5% INCREASE FROM 2021-22
GOAL OF $27,252

3 BOOKS PER MEMBER
GOAL OF $32,250

Aberdeen, Farmer, Sanford
Wadesboro, Waxhaw, 
& Wingate

CLUBS PARTICIPATING

FUNDRAISING TIME!

It is Pumpkin Spice time! Crisp fall air & beautiful changing colors! 
I love Fall! It is a great time for fundraising. Brunswick Stew, BBQ, 
Chicken Pie, bake sales and craft festivals! All the fundraisers that 
come with Fall. This Fall lets turn the corner and think BIG 
in Fundraising!

One area where there is really no excuse to think small is fundraising. 
No matter the size of our clubs – we make a Difference! The way we 
make the difference is by our service & funding important causes. So, 
We need to do Fundraisers.

How to Organize Fundraisers: 
    • Establish the Purpose of the Fundraiser
    • Organize and set goals
    • Who will be your contributors and your participants
    • Establish a committee chair and then the committees
    • How to raise the funds
    • Broadcasting and PR
    • Thank everyone that worked/helped

We will expand on each of these initiatives in the coming months.

Now, here is a fundraiser new to this area (at least as far as I know) & 
perfect for October/November! Some club needs to have a  “Pumpkin 
Chuckin Contest” and challenge other clubs!

Yours in Lionism,
Judy Jones Keck | 31-O Second Vice District Governor

November 15-17 | Tuesday – Thursday 
3 Days, 2 Nights / $200 per person
For more info, call North Carolina Lions Inc. (828) 478-2135
Lions Volunteers Needed!

FALL FESTIVAL VIP RETREAT

15TH 16TH 17TH

NOVEMBER

Friday – Sunday | December 30 – January 1
Ring in the new year with us
Food, games, music, dancing / $200 per person
For more info, call North Carolina Lions Inc. (828) 478-2135
Lions Volunteers Needed!

NEW YEAR’S EVE VIP RETREAT

30TH 31ST 1ST

DEC/JAN
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• Aberdeen 
• Archdale Trinity
• Grays Chapel
• Greater Monroe
• Greensboro Host
• Greensboro Gate City
• Greensboro 
   Hamilton Lakes

BRIGHTER VISIONS THERMOMETER

Thank you to the following clubs who have made contributions 
thus far: 

Use the corporate donation form found here in the newsletter!
Setup a club or zone fundraiser specifically for Brighter Visions!
Ask your friends and family to consider a tax deductible donation 
to Brighter Visions!

GOAL OF
$120,000

$36,751
PRESENT

HOW CAN YOU EXPAND AND ENHANCE 
GIVING FOR OUR VIPS AT CAMP DOGWOOD????

Please see next page for form.

October, 2022 Edition

• Indian Trail
• Jamestown
• Julian
• Liberty
• Madison 
• Oak Ridge
• Pleasant Garden
• Rockingham

• South Chatham 
• Troy
• Unionville
• Vass 
• Wadesboro
• Waxhaw
• West Stanly 
• Wingate

LOOSE CHANGE WILL HELP BRIGHTER VISIONS

Tally Ho and Away We Go! What is this all about?
We are well on our way for the Lions Year 2022-2023 and now folks are gearing up for Halloween and Thanksgiving and then 
Christmas. Of course, there will be fall festivals, car shows and church homecomings and who knows what else – a birthday, a birth, 
a funeral, a short trip to the beach, the mountains or recliner.

No matter what, have you stuck aside some of that loose change that is in your pocket, purse, or billfold? 
Have you done your fall cleaning and checked under or in between the cushions of your couch or recliner 
for loose change? Our Brighter Visions programs could use all that loose change and even some of those 
Franklins, Washington, and Lincoln fellows that some of you carry around.

If you have a trip or project at home that you are saving up for, do a matching fund deal. For every dollar 
you set aside for your trip or project, set aside the same amount for Brighter Vision. Not only will you have 
the satisfaction of taking your trip or finishing your project, but you will also know that some VIP or child
 can see better, can enjoy a semester at school, can prepare to go to Camp Dogwood for a week, and 
can have a white cane.

On and on we can go with the good that those programs provide but it takes money that I know is hard to come by. Please take 
a minute and think about how you can help and ways that your club can help.  It adds up and bit by bit, we can really make a 
difference in someone’s life. That is a priceless feeling.

PCC Dale Dupree and Lion Gene Hassell | District 31-O Brighter Visions co-chairs



Thank you for making a difference. North Carolina Lions, Incorporated is a 501c3 charitable organization,

has  helped change the lives  of  many Individuals  through the support  of  people  just  like  you.  Your

contribution helps provide daily assistance for the blind and visually impaired people across our state.

White canes, mobile screening units for adults and children, scholarships for the sighted children of

visually impaired parents, summer camping experiences for the blind and visually impaired, funds to

assist with eye exams and eyeglasses are just a few of the services provided by North Carolina Lions,

Incorporated through your donation. 

Company/Corporation Name:  ____________________________________________________

Contact person: ________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________ State: _________ Zip: ____________________

Best contact phone number: ______________________________________________________

Donation amount: ______________________________________________________________

Please give credit to ____________________________________________________ Lions Club.

Thank you once again for your support of the blind and visually impaired people

across North Carolina!             Lions of District 31-O

Make check payable to: NCLI  Mail to:  North Carolina Lions, Inc.

   PO Box 39

   Sherrills Ford, NC 28673
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LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL NEWS

“Now, more than 495 million people worldwide are leading better lives and facing brighter futures thanks to the generosity of our global 
foundation and the efforts of the incredible men and women who put their kindness into action by serving their communities as Lions.”  

Lions have strengthened local communities through hands-on service and humanitarian projects for more than a century. That 
service impact is amplified through the generous support of the Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF), which provides grant 
funding to support the compassionate work of Lions, empowering their service so they can make an even greater impact in their 
local and global communities.

Here are some of the ways Lions made a difference in their communities during this historic year of service:

    • Awarded 1,254 LCIF grants totaling over US$35 million that supported communities and Lions service around the world.
    • Mobilized the Refugees and Displaced Persons fund to award nearly US$1.8 million in grants for Lions to support Ukraine refugees.
    • Impacted over 27 million people by reducing the prevalence of diabetes and improving the quality of life for those diagnosed.
    • Prevented avoidable blindness and improved the quality of life for over 23 million blind and visually impaired people.
    • Ensured over 79 million community members had access to nutritious foods.
    • Protected and restored our environment to improve the well-being of 156 million people.
    • Provided support for over 11 million children, and their families, affected by childhood cancer.
 
Lions Clubs International is the largest service club organization in the world. More than 1.4 million members in over 48,000 clubs are 
serving in 200 countries and geographic areas around the globe.

Since 1917, Lions have strengthened local communities through hands-on service and humanitarian projects, and we extend our service 
impact through the generous support of our Lions Clubs International Foundation. We are focused on supporting vision, the environment, 
childhood cancer, hunger, diabetes, and other pressing humanitarian needs to help address some of the biggest challenges facing hu-
manity. For more information about Lions Clubs International, visit www.lionsclubs.org.

LIONS CLUBHELPED MORE THAN495 MILLIONPEOPLE WORLDWIDELAST YEAR

From July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022, more than 495 
million people were helped by Lions worldwide. This is an 
increase of more than 100 million people served over the 
previous year, thanks to the unwavering commitment of the 
1.4 million Lions around the world.

“Lions and Leos pursued the passion in their hearts by serving 
side by side and reaching deeper into our communities to serve 
unmet needs,” said Douglas X. Alexander, Immediate Past 
International President for Lions Clubs International and current 
Chairperson for the Lions Clubs International Foundation. 
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WORDFIND - DISTRICT 31-0 CLUBS

Aberdeen  Alamance Community  Albemarle  Archdale Trinity  Asheboro
Biscoe   Broadway   Candor   Carrboro   Coleridge
Creedmoor  Durham    Eden   Ellerbe   Farmer
Gibsonville  Goldston    Grays Chapel  Greater Monroe  Jamestown
Hamlet   Greensboro Gate City  High Point  Indian Trail  Julian
Liberty   Greensboro Hamilton Lakes  Madison   Mayodan  McLeansville
Moncure Guilford   Countywide Cyber  North Moore  Norwood  Oakboro
Oak Ridge  Greensboro Host   Oxford   Pleasant Garden  Reidsville
Rockingham  Sanford    Siler City  South Chatham  Troy
Unionville  Vass    Wadesboro  Waxhaw   West Stanly
Wingate   West Montgomery
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ROCKINGHAM LIONS CLUB

WINGATE LIONS CLUB

HIGH POINT LIONS CLUB

GUILFORD COUNTY CYBER LIONS CLUB

Rockingham Lions donated 22 large boxes of cereal to the 
"Place of Grace" ministry in East Rockingham on Sept.14,
Lion District Governor Gary Greene visited the Rockingham 
Lions in their clubhouse to install new officers and to give an 
update on district 31-O on Monday night, Sept.12.

Lion Thayer Cook received the "Lion of the Year" award for 
years of service as president, as chief BBQ chef, and as 
grounds keeper for our Rockingham Lions Community Park. 
Lion Thayer and Lion Keri were recognized for 13 years of 
active service as members of the Rockingham Lions Club.

Our KidSight Screening Program begins on Sept. 22 and 
23 with two sites in Hamlet on the 22nd and one site in 
Wadesboro on the 23rd. More testing will be set up for 
all of Richmond County Schools' 2nd and 4th graders in 
February and March of 2023.

Lion Thayer Cook will prepared his tasty BBQ pork for our 
plate sale for Sept. 29.

Lion Trudy Watkins | Rockingham Lions' Secretary

The Wingate Lions participated in the Hunger project on 
September 24. Eight Lions participated during the day 
and we collected 125 pounds of food that we will be 
taking to Wingate Elementary School for their pantry 
and backpack program.

Lion PDG Laraine Dupree | Wingate Lions Secretary

The High Point Lions Club is starting a program of Building 
Blessing boxes. A blessing box has 2 shelves for non 
perishable groceries and is supported on a 4 x 4 post. The 
box is 42 – 44" from the ground to the bottom of the box. 
The concept is “Take what you need, Give what you can.” 
Still an on going project as locations and permission is 
required. Lions do have insurance for this.

We have had a very active couple of months. We added three 
new members Alex White, Dana Wiggins and Hannah Temple 
to our club in August. That’s always exciting!

Service has been at the forefront of our activities:
• July and August, Lion Noddia continued with our Lions 
    Love to Read program, with more visits to read books at 
    local day care centers and gift the children books.
• In August, we collected school supplies for Jefferson, Peck, 
    Madison and McLeansville Elementary Schools, as well as 
    Allen Middle School. It was so exciting to see the reactions 
    of the staff members.
• We collected and packed 50 bags of groceries on 9/24,   
    giving them to the people we are feeding on 9/28.
• Our winter coat drive starts shortly but we are already 
    having coats dropped off. This year, we will be collecting 
    coats at the McLeansville/GCWC Lions Clubs Tractor show 
    on 10/1. We will also be collecting coats at some of our 
    local football games, thanks to Lion Dawn Avolio!

PDG Susie Dailey | Guilford County Cyber Lions Service Chair

VASS LIONS CLUB

The Vass Lions Club was made aware of two visually 
disabled persons in their club area that needed sponsors 
for the VIP Tournament. At their monthly meeting, the 
Club President asked the membership for donations to 
sponsor these two VIPs.

Not only did the Vass Club members present at the meeting 
come up with the funds needed for the sponsorships, they 
also raised extra to put toward the cost of transportation.

The Vass Lions Club members DO when asked, and the 
President would like to thank those members present for 
their generosity. This is a great example of what Lions do!

Lion Tony Cianchetta | Vass Lions Treasurer
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OXFORD LIONS CLUB VASS LIONS CLUB

Immediate Past Club President Ann Timberlake was 
recognized by the Oxford Lions Club with the prestigious Mel-
vin Jones Fellowship. PDG John Owens presented the award 
in September.
 
“Lion Ann guided us through a year of recovering from disrup-
tions caused by Covid, a year that saw us offer many services 
to our local community as well as contribute to state and 
international programs,” said Lion John. “Thank you Lion Ann 
for a job well done.”

In other news, the Oxford Lions performed service at 
the Hot Sauce Festival, collected food for ACIM, and made 
emergency bags for diabetic children. These are some of 
our local projects in addition to our contributions statewide 
through the governor’s monetary goals and our donations to 
LCIF. It really is our privilege to serve and we do stay busy 
carrying out our motto “We Serve”.

Beginning November 3, Oxford Lions Club will meet at 12:00 
noon, still on the first and third Thursdays in the Lions Den on 
Littlejohn Street. Heretofore, we have met at 6:30 pm. 

PDG John Owens | Oxford Lions Secretary

The Vass Lions Club had a fantastic turnout for our School 
Garden Volunteer work day. We had so much help and got so 
much done so quickly we even sent the trucks out for anoth-
er load of soil to spread!

Fresh compost was wheeled around the garden area and the 
fruit tree planter boxes and raised garden beds were topped 
off with a fresh layer. The fruit trees look great (thanks Ron 
Kelly!), having survived an incredibly hot & dry Summer (not 
to mention a big Summer storm and a hurricane).

The greenhouse did sustain wind damage and folks at the 
school will try to get that fixed before Winter. Crystal then 
applied Crimson Clover seeds to the raised beds which will 
return some nutrients to the soil while keeping weeds away.

We will turn the clover over into the soil in the Spring when 
it is time for planting. Teacher Tammy Watson plans to plant 
some Fall/Winter crops in the coming weeks.
 
While that was happening, a team of Vass Lions, Teachers 
& Students transformed sheets of fencing into tomato 
cages for next year. They transformed the wire Ron has 
been tripping over all Summer into sturdy cages to 
protect next year's seedlings.

This Fall the Vass Lions purchased and donated two new 
wheelbarrows, a few dozen garden hand-tools and a 
battery powered weed whacker to store in the newly built 
tool shed. We also did some early seed shopping to avoid 
the Christmas rush.

Many thanks to Lions John Misiaszek, John German, Annma-
rie Cannan, Bonnie & Jon Laurich, Crystal Cianchetta and Jan 
& Ron Kelly for their efforts.

Lion Tony Cianchetta | Vass Lions Treasurer 

HAMILTON LAKES AND GREENSBORO HOST FOOD DRIVE

PLEASANT GARDEN LIONS CLUB

Thanks to the terrific support of the Host club, this was our 
best food drive ever. And that’s astonishing, considering 
the extraordinary impact that inflation is having on the 
average consumer.

We packed 135 cases. Early this afternoon, BackPack 
Beginnings called me with the weight: 4,756 pounds of food 
plus $364 in cash and gift card donations, which covered the 
expenses of the truck, boxes, tape, gasoline, etc. after the 
deductions, $16 left over.

During the month of September, the Pleasant Garden Lions Club conducted a food drive for our local food pantry. The collection took 
place at the local fire department. Then on September 24, the club went outdoors on Pleasant Garden Road to promote the food 
drive. There were tents set up with signs, balloons, and Lions promoting the event. Hotdogs with all the fixings, chips and drinks 
were given to anyone who stopped by hungry. Brochures about Lionism were given out to promote membership. We sold 16 brooms 
that day. Some people showed an interest in joining Lionism. It was a successful day!

Lion Mary Lockhart | Pleasant Garden Lions Club Service Chairperson
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WAXHAW LIONS CLUB

The weather was perfect on Saturday morning as eleven members of the 
Waxhaw Lions Club set up their tent, tables, and boxes in front of the Food 
Lion to collect non-perishables for two local food panties as part of a 
state-wide "Hunger Awareness Day of Serivce" organized by the Lions 
Clubs of North Carolina. The food will be shared equally between the 
Waxhaw Methodist and Waxhaw Baptist pantries, which have seen 
increased demand over the last year.

Waxhaw Lions have been helping their neighbors since 1985 and are 
currently recruiting adults over 18 to expand the impact of their 
services for those in need. 

If you would like more information, please email us at 
info@waxhawlionsclub.org

FREE VIDEOEYE POWER ZOOM SYSTEM

Indian Trail Lions Club President Wayne Courtney is in receipt 
of a donated Power Zoom VideoEye assistive magnification 
system. This product magnifies books and pictures to help 
individuals with macular degeneration and retails for about 
$2,800 new. 

We are asking all District Lions to spread the word so we can 
identify someone who would benefit from this gift. Please read 
about the VideoEye products at www.videoeye.com, and 
contact Lion Wayne or Lion Susan to arrange delivery. 

DIABETES AWARENESS

What is diabetes?

A disease in which the body’s ability to produce or 
respond to the hormone insulin, is impaired resulting 
in abnormal metabolism of carbohydrates and elevated 
levels of glucose in the blood and urine.

Simple definition – a disease that occurs when your blood 
sugar or blood glucose is too high. Blood glucose is your 
main source of energy and comes from the foods that you 
eat. Insulin, a hormone made by the pancreas, helps 
glucose from food get into your cells to be used for 
energy. Diabetes is associated with the increased risk 
of heart disease, stroke, high blood pressure, 
atherosclerosis, (narrowing of blood vessels) and 
nerve damage to arms and legs. 

This is an information guide and there will be more 
articles about Diabetes in the following months. Please 
look for more information on Diabetes to come.

Lion Judy Headley | District 31-O Diabetes Chair
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A SPARK OF LIFE AFTER DEATH IN CLINICAL EYE RESEARCH

Researchers have discovered a way to revive eyes from organ 
donors after death, an advance that opens doors to progress 
against age-related macular degeneration, glaucoma and 
other major causes of blindness. Scientists are restoring 
function to the eyes of organ donors, providing a new path 
for studying diseases like macular degeneration.

Dr. Anne Hanneken, associate professor of molecular medicine 
at Scripps Research Institute, La Jolla, CA and co-leader of the 
effort to revive eyes from an organ donors says “If you don’t 
understand what the fundamental basis of these abnormalities 
is, you won’t be able to identify drugs or other treatments that 
could treat these conditions.”

This accomplishment gives scientists the ability to conduct 
experiments on a functioning human retina. For decades 
doctors have been able to do corneal transplants from organ 
donors, now this achievement may also help advance 
prospects, although many years away, for eye transplants.

The ability to do testing on organ donor eyes is a huge 
advancement in learning more about the beginning of 
diseases like age-related macular degeneration, glaucoma 
and inherited retinitis pigmentosa. Scientists can then 
determine which drugs will help slow down or be able to 
treat these diseases. To be able to do testing on organ donor

tissue of someone who had macular degeneration would 
enable them to learn some of the early steps of the condition. 

The researchers found that post mortem eyes had a loss of 
oxygen and changes in acidity that were the demise of retinal 
cells. Dr. Hanneken and Frans Vitberg, a neuroscientist at 
University of Utah, who built a container to transport the 
organs recovered, discovered too much time would elapse 
between death of donor and removal of organs to do viable 
research.

The organ-donor organization agreed to allow Dr. Hanneken 
to recover eyes from patients who were declared brain dead, 
but who remained on life support to keep their heart and other 
organs viable for transplant. Eyes recovered within 30-60 
minutes after life support was removed, have enabled 
researchers to detect the entire light signaling cascade 
through the macula region of the retina.

Having access to revived human retinal tissue marks an 
advance that will help us better understand how these cells 
work and influence the response with drugs or changes in 
gene expression to allow them to function better. Dr. Hanneken 
believes the research has implications beyond ophthalmology.

Brad Logsdon, PCC |  District Chair for Clinical Eye Research

Saturday , November 5 
9:30am: Registration | 10am Cabinet Meeting

Central United Methodist Church
172 N 2nd Street
Albemarle

Hosted by the Lions Clubs of Zone 2 (Albemarle, Norwood, Oakboro, West Stanly)
Light refreshments will be served.

Please let DG Gary Greene if you have an agenda item.

SECOND DISTRICT 31-O CABINET MEETING

NOVEMBER 5TH

Second District 
31-O Cabinet Meeting



              QUARTERLY COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS MEETING

All North Carolina Lions are encouraged to attend the quarterly statewide meetings of the state leadership. 
Learn more about the wonderful service work accomplished statewide and internationally!

NC Lions Council of Governors and North Carolina Lions Inc. Board Meeting
November 11-13, 2022
Camp Dogwood – The Jewel of North Carolina Lions
7062 Camp Dogwood Drive | Sherrills Ford, NC 28673
Check in 3PM / Checkout 11AM

Attending _________________________________________________________________________

Room reservation: $75 per night per room. Please check which night’s accommodations are needed and how many will be staying so we can 
properly towel each room for guest(s).  

Friday night ________ people Saturday night ________ people

Meal reservations are due by 11/1/2022. A $5 per meal late charge will be added to all reservations made after 11/1/2022

     Cost  Person/Persons  

Friday Dinner – 6PM   $15  ____________________

Saturday Breakfast – 7:30AM  $11    ____________________

Saturday Lunch – 12 NOON   FREE   ____________________

Saturday Dinner – 6PM.   $15  ____________________

Sunday Breakfast – 7:30AM   $11   ____________________

Meal Total: _________

Room Total: ________

Total: _____________

Meal payment must accompany reservation. Meals are non-refundable.

For room reservations, please return form to NC Lions Inc., P.O.  Box 39, Sherrills Ford, NC 28673
You may also email: michelle@nclionsinc.org or fax (828) 478-4419

TO USE A CHECK

Make check payable to N.C. Lions Inc.

Mail to:
N.C. Lions Inc., P.O. Box 39, Sherrills Ford, NC 28673

CREDIT CARD USAGE (info is not kept on file):

Name:____________________________________________________
Street address______________________________________________
City__________________________________ZIP Code _____________
Card type (please circle one): MasterCard | Visa | American Express | Discover
Credit card number __________________________________________
Expiration Date _____________________________________________
3 Digit Code _______________________________________________

I authorize my credit card to be charged in the amount of: $_____________

Signature __________________________________________________


